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SUBJECT: PAKISTANI DEMARCHE ON DEPUTY SECRETARY'S 
STATEMENTS IN NEW DELHI 
REF: ISLAMABAD 7864 

1 . PAKISTANI DCM MEHDI CALLED ON DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
DUBS AUGUST 1 REGARDING DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER'S 
PUBLIC COMMENTS IN NEW DELHI ON THE ROLE OF INDIA IN SOUTH 
ASIA. MEHDI STATED THAT HE WAS NOT PROTESTING THE CHRISTO- 
PHER STATEMENTS BUT HE WAS SEEKING CLARIFICATION. HE 
PARTICULARLY DREW ATTENTION TO PRESS REPORTS QUOTING 
CHRISTOPHER AS REFERRING TO INDIA AS ASSUMING "THE LEADER- 
SHIP OF SOUTH ASIA." HE STATED THAT THE GOP WAS FULLY 
COGNIZANT OF POLITICAL REALITIES. HOWEVER, PUBLIC STATE- 
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MENTS OF THIS SORT CAUSED PARTICULAR SENSITIVITY IN PAKISTAN 
AND THE GOP FEARED THAT IT COULD ADVERSELY AFFECT NORMALIZA- 
TION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN INDIA AND PAKISTAN. 

2. DUBS STATED THAT CHRISTOPHER S COMMENTS SHOULD BE LOOKED 
AT IN THE BROAD CONTEXT OF U.S. POLICY TOWARDS SOUTH ASIA 
FOR MANY YEARS. WHEN THE STATEMENTS ARE EXAMINED IN THIS 
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CONTEXT, THEY CAN BE SEEN TO BE NO DEPARTURE FROM EXISTING 
POLICY. 

- THE DEPUTY SECRETARY'S COMMENTS ARE IN LINE WITH U.S. 

POLICY STATEMENTS TOWARD SOUTH ASIA GOING BACK TO THE 
1973 NIXON STATE OF THE WORLD MESSAGE AND THE 1974 
KISSINGER SPEECH IN NEW DELHI. 

- OUR POSITION SINCE THEN HAS BEEN TO RECOGNIZE THAT THE 
FACTS OF GEOGRAPHY, SIZE, POPULATION AND ECONOMICS WOULD 
INEVITABLY LEAD TO INDIA'S PLAYING A PREEMINENT ROLE IN 
THE REGION. 

- WE HAVE ALSO TAKEN THE POSITION THAT STABILITY IS BEST 
ASSUMED IF THERE IS NO OUTSIDE POWER EXERCISING UNDUE 
INFLUENCE ON THE SUBCONTINENT. 

- THUS, THE UNITED STATES WARMLY SUPPORTED THE 1972 
SIMLA AGREEMENT BETWEEN INDIA AND PAKISTAN CALLING FOR 
NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS. 

- WE ARE PLEASED THAT INDIA AND PAKISTAN HAVE MADE SUCH 
NOTABLE PROGRESS IN RECENT YEARS TOWARD NORMALIZING 
RELATIONS AND REDUCING BILATERAL TENSIONS. THIS HAS BEEN 
BROUGHT ABOUT THROUGH THE EXERCISE OF STATESMANSHIP IN 
BOTH ISLAMABAD AND NEW DELHI. THE UNITED STATES VERY 
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MUCH HOPES THAT THIS POSITIVE TREND WILL CONTINUE. 

- WE ARE PLEASED BY INDICATIONS THAT THE DESAI GOVERNMENT 
FULLY SUPPORTSTHE POLICY OF REGIONAL NORMALIZATION OF ITS 
PREDECESSOR. WITH REGARD TO PAKISTAN, IT IS OUR IMPRESSION 
THAT THE DESAI GOVERNMENT IS TAKING A CAREFUL AND RESTRAINE 
STANCE AND AVOIDING ANY OFFICIAL ACTION OR STATEMENT WHICH 
MIGHT BE INTERPRETED AS INTERFERING IN THE DIFFICULT 
INTERNAL SITUATION IN PAKISTAN. 

- WE ARE NOT ENCOURAGING INDIA TO FOLLOW A POLICY OF 
DOMINATION IN SOUTH ASIA, BUT RATHER ONE OF RESPONSIBLE 
LEADERSHIP. 

3. MEHDI EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THIS EXPLANATION. HE 
SUGGESTED THAT THE USG KEEP IN MIND THAT THE SIMLA PROCESS 
WAS A DIFFICULT ONE FOR PAKISTAN AND THERE WERE STILL AREAS 
OF BILATERAL CONFLICT. THE GOP WAS NATURALLY WORRIED ABOUT 
PHRASES SUCH AS "PREDOMINANT" IN LIGHT OF THE LONG-STANDING 
POLICY OF PARTIES SUCH AS THE JAN SANGH WHICH HAD FAVORED 
ABSORPTION OF PAKISTAN. IN CLOSING, HE ASKED FOR THE 
VERBATIM TEXT OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY'S REMARKS. DUBS 
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AGREED TO PROVIDE THIS TEXT. 

4. IF THE SUBJECT OF CHRISTOPHER'S REMARKS IS RAISED IN 
THE FUTURE IN COUNTRIES NEIGHBORING INDIA. EMBOFFS, IN 
ADDITION TO DRAWING ON THE ABOVE. SHOULD POINT OUT THAT 
CHRISTOPHER'S REMARKS WERE MADE AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF 
A VERY POSITIVE INDIAN PRESENTATION ON THEIR INTENTION 

AND CONCRETE ACTIONS TO PURSUE A GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY IN 
SOUTH ASIA. 

5. RE REFTEL, YOU MAY MAKE SUGGESTED APPROACH DRAWING ON 
POINTS OUTLINED ABOVE. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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